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O, Bassem Geargy peerms ballasn kyphoplasty ot Palamars Modical Conles i Escondido, The procedurs re-
lirves Back paln and réestores (he yerlebras o the correct poesition in asteaporasis patients and cah pravent
cancer patients from becoming paralyzed.

Minimally invasive procedure
corrects tough spinal fractures

By Angela Haleman

S b o i v s

ESCONDIDD — A& wear and a
half ago, Escondide  resident
June E. _I'{‘\]ln:ﬂ‘.'ln, BY, was ﬁurf-uri:u.}'
froam constant, severe back pan,

“The only thme Tdidn's have
wirs when 1 would lie down flar
I bed,” Johnsos sald, =1 have
osteoporosie and 've had it for
probably 30 (o 35 years, There's
f cure fof osteoporosis and it
gradually gets worse”

Fehison wis suffering becapse
oslenporosks  caused @ spinal
frwcivire bnoone of her voeriebrae,

Oelesporosls  causes  more
than AHLE0 spinal fractures
each year in the Unlied States,
according to the Matknal Qs-
teaporesis Foundation,

Johogan heard about verte-
broplasty, a procedure D Bas-
sinn Gieorgy, an Intervesl kool
neursradiolepise, pecfonms i
Paloanar Medical Center i Es-
|.'|.u|.aﬂ;£|.1. and dectded ta :;.'t'.-*t it
a ey to relleve her pain, Yes-
tebroplasty 15 a procedure in
which cement 5 injected tnto
the broken bone 1o fix the frac-

ture and relipve ]."iﬁi.ll.

RG] | KadmmanTih | s scemasr b oad ol Lol B [oem
i clorenp ook ol the alkoon Kyphoplasty desice.

“If was better for approxi-
mately two months and then k
jast Fr:lduau}' starled Comtng
Back and gor worse asd worse,”
Jehnson said =1 wanted some
relicl 1T was taking patn plils
dakly From mormbng to nbght ™

The vertebroplasty procedure
was guecessiul, but Johnson had
a recurrent fracture in the same
vertebra because it ks arill a

broken bone. The cement fills
the gap betwisen the bones, sald
Dr. Kevin Yoo, O oeurssargeon
wha performed balloon kypho-
plasty on fehnson lass October
aft Paleanar Medieal Center.,
Balleon kyploplasty is simi-
lar o wertebroplasty, but the
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